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volunteered to make the necessary arrangements for the banquet. The
tickets were priced at two guineas each. The management of the Masonic
Hall charged us ten shillings per head, and some money was spent on
the printing of cards, etc. The whites invited were Mr. Hosken, Member
of Transvaal Parliament, Mr. and Mrs. Phillips, Mr. and Mrs. Doke,
Mr. Cartwright, editor of The [Transvaal] Leader^ Mr. David Pollock,
Mr. and Mrs. Vogl, Mr. Isaac, Mr. Brittlebank, the Rev. Mr. Perry1,
Mr. Kallenbach, Mr. Mclntyre2, Miss Schlesin, Mr. and Mrs. Polak,
Mr. Brown3 and Mr. Proctor, the Reuter agent. Mr. Stent, editor of
Pretoria Mews, Mr. Edwards, Mr. Lichtenstein4, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Hofmeyr5,
and Mr. Howard Pirn were among the other invitees. They did not
attend, but most of them sent their good wishes for the occasion.
Mr. Stent sent a telegram. Mr. Pirn, in a letter, expressed regret at
not being able to attend owing to other engagements. It was his sincere
hope, he added, that our problem would be satisfactorily solved and
that the goodwill that existed between the Government and the Indian
community would endure. The President of the Chinese Association,
Mr. Quinn, was present. There were about 40 Indians at the function.
Mr. Essop Mia presided. Mr. Mia, Mr. Imam Abdool Kadir,
Mr. Cama and Mr. Gandhi thanked the whites who had been of help.
They were followed by Mr. Hosken, who replied on behalf of the whites.
In the course of his speech he said:6
I feel ashamed now to think that in July [1907] I had advised
the Indian community to accept the law. I meant well. I felt
it would prove to be futile to resist the Boer Government. But
Mr. Gandhi told me that they did not depend on human help
for their movement. They depended on divine aid. They were
sure of help from Him in Whose name they had embarked on the
movement. I see his words have come true. The courage shown
by the Indian community has won for it increased sympathy from
the whites. The Indian community has taught the whites a great
deal. I was glad to receive your invitation. Whites and Coloured
persons ought to live together amicably. The Indian community
deserves praise for the unity, patience and humility it has shown.
Mr. Cartwright said that he was sorry he had not been able to
do more. The Indian community, he thought, had gained immensely
1 Baptist Minister and Pastor of Troyville Baptist Church, Johannesburg
2 J. W. Mclntyre; Scottish Theosophist and solicitor's clerk articled to Gandhiji
3 F. H, Brown; representative of The Times of India in London and a member
of the deputations which met Lord Elgin and Morley in connection with Transvaal
Asiatic Law Amendment Ordinance in 19Q6;vide Vol. VI.
4 A Johannesburg lawyer
5 A Johannesburg lawyer
6 What follows, however, appears to be a free summary.